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On a fateful day, March 12, school life as we have known it was completely changed due to the existential 
challenges provoked by the Covid-19 pandemic. But we are not alone. Over the past few months, 
schooling for over 1.6 billion children has been disrupted, and education will never be the same. It is being 
forced to change! Most predictions are that we are not heading toward a new normal but a new era in 
education. We are faced with an exciting opportunity to turn the hardship of the pandemic into lessons 
that can help us lead our schools and help children to be more prepared and skilled global citizens.

What are we learning from this time of adversity? We are seeing that we cannot have one card in our 
hands, one way of doing things. We are learning in real-time how to update education from 2.0 to 5.0, to 
be responsive to global upheavals that can come in the form of epidemics, wars, and climate change. We 
are learning that educational systems and programs need to be responsive to the demands of a rapidly 
changing society while also providing caring and personalized education to every student. This is an 
immense challenge, but our School, along with many others, is rising to meet it with immense passion and 
commitment!

Most of us grew up and were educated in brick-and-mortar schools. If you are older, like me, the only 
method of teaching while I was growing up was face-to-face. There was no Internet, no computers, no 
PowerPoints, or any other technology-enhanced strategies to enrich the learning experience. Later, videos 
were occasionally shown, but the only things live in schools were teachers and students.

At School of the Nations, we have found that face-to-face learning is the essential core of learning. It is a 
social activity and fostered through a variety of interactions. However, we are now incorporating 
technology progressively to expand and enhance student learning opportunities. Technology has opened 
a world of possibilities for human progress and support. 
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In response to the need to socially distance our 
student body and reduce the number of students in 
classes or groups, we are creating a blended learning 
program in which students will study partially at 
School with face-to-face instruction and partially 
through online learning.

Please see the section on Blended Learning for more 
details.
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NO
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School of the Nations has developed three possible re-entry scenarios for reopening our campuses.

Reopening
Scenarios

School of the Nations is able to 
implement necessary modifications on 
campus  and all sanitary and 
hygiene measures necessary for 
students to return to campus.

Scenario 1: Distance Learning 
Students continue with our blend of 
synchronous (live) instruction and 
asynchronous (teacher-directed) 
distance learning with regular 
modifications to ensure students 
receive a well-balanced, academically 
challenging learning experience.

YES

The Governor of the Federal District 
lifts the school closure mandate 
and allows schools to return to 
on-campus learning.

YES

As a family, you have assessed 
possible risks and determined that 
you feel comfortable having your 
child return to campus.

Scenario 2: Blended Learning 
Part of the school experience is online, 
and part of the experience is on 
campus.

Scenario 3: Face-to-Face 
Learning 
Students return to campus full time. 

Social distancing measures remain in 
place.

YES YES

NO



The Coronavirus pandemic is causing great concern not only in our city but also throughout Brazil and the 
world. Successfully combatting this virus involves social distancing, personal hygiene, avoiding 
conglomerations, and frequent cleaning and disinfection. Based on these principles, we have established 
a re-entry task force that is working diligently to develop a re-entry strategy that is flexible, transparent, 
and prioritizes the health and safety of our students and school community.

Preventive measures serve as a guide in planning the reopening of our campuses. Government decisions 
will affect the precise measures the School will follow. The  School will comply with guidelines and 
directives issued by the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Education, and the Secretary of Education of the 
Federal District.

Additional preventive measures and guidelines are provided specifically for students, parents, and staff at 
the end of this pamphlet. Every member of our School community has an important part to play to ensure 
his or her own health and safety as well as that of others.

Preventive 
Measures

Below is a summary of the preventive measures School of the Nations has implemented to help 
ensure the health and safety of our school community as we reopen campuses.

Continued use of online and virtual platforms in conjunction with on-campus
instruction (blended learning) to keep in-person contact at recommended levels.

A staggered school day; be prepared for different pick-up and drop-off times.

Controlled campus access (for example, health screening and temperature taking).

Implementation of new cleaning, sanitizing, and hygiene protocols.

Wearing masks throughout the school day while on campus.

Communication and enforcement of social distancing measures.

Modification of programs and events in compliance with limits on crowd sizes
and social distancing measures.



Safety
Measures

Risk of infection and overall safety
• School of the Nations contracted Dr. Fernando Barros, an experienced consultant specialized in public health, to 
guide us in ensuring the safety of students and staff. Dr. Barros is a specialist in Epidemiology and Family Health 
and holds a Master’s in Public Health. He is also the former Coordinator of the respiratory disease surveillance 
team of the Ministry of Health.

• The School has purchased COVID-19 antibody tests, which will be available to any student or staff member who 
presents cold or flu-like symptoms during the school day. All staff will be tested for COVID-19 before students 
return to school.

• In the past, the School has been flexible when a student has a cold or cold-like symptoms. During the pandemic, 
all children and staff who have a fever, cold, or flu-like symptoms will be sent home. Students who present 
symptoms throughout the school day will be isolated until a family member picks them up. A doctor’s 
authorization will be required to return to school.

• All confirmed cases of COVID-19 infection among students and staff will be reported to health authorities and 
the School community. If a student, staff, or community member is infected, the School will follow the guidelines 
of health officials to minimize the possibility of spreading the virus.

• The School will follow government guidelines on possible future school closures and continue with distance 
learning if such closures occur.

Food services
• Recess, break, and eating schedules have been staggered to ensure students remain in their small 
groups throughout the school day. The School has purchased more tables for the cafeteria, and we are 
developing a new cafeteria model to help ensure safety.

People at risk
• Adults with diabetes, cardiovascular 
disease, obesity, chronic lung disease, 
immunodeficiency, cancer under active 
treatment, pregnancy and over 60 years old 
will not be allowed on campus.
• Students with any of the conditions above 
will be provided the necessary learning 
resources and support from the School to 
follow the school's education program.
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challenges provoked by the Covid-19 pandemic. But we are not alone. Over the past few months, 
schooling for over 1.6 billion children has been disrupted, and education will never be the same. It is being 
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Campus cleanliness
• The School has purchased hospital-grade equipment and cleaning supplies to ensure maximum 
cleanliness of the campus.

• Cleaning staff have been trained on new cleaning protocols that include bathrooms, classrooms, and 
frequently-touched surfaces.

• Bathrooms will be cleaned frequently using hospital-grade cleaning products.

• Alcohol dispensers have been installed in all classrooms and common areas.

• All faucets are being changed to twenty-second models to comply with recommended handwashing 
protocols.

Social distancing
• The Secretary of Education has indicated that reopening will occur in phases and will involve smaller 
groups of students to comply with social distancing protocols.

• We understand that for most students, it will be challenging when they reunite with their teachers and 
friends and refrain from hugging or touching one another.; therefore, the School is creating an awareness 
campaign to help continually remind students of personal hygiene, breathing etiquette, proper use of 
masks, handwashing, and social distancing.

• Classrooms, halls, and other areas of the school will have markings on the floor to continually remind 
students of the minimum space they must keep between themselves and others.

Drop-off and pick-up times
• The School has purchased four thermic cameras that will be used to check automatically the temperature 
of all people entering the campus.

• Start and end times will be staggered to avoid gatherings at the entrance to the campus.

• A second drop-off and pick-up location will be used at the entrance located by the side of the sports 
court on the main campus.

• Administrators and School nurses will ensure social distancing and sanitization processes are followed 
during drop-off and pick-up.

• Parents and visitors will be allowed access to Administrative buildings only. Access to both campuses 
will remain restricted to ensure student safety.

• Drop-off and pick-up procedures will operate on a drive-thru system.

Safety
Measures

In response to the need to socially distance our 
student body and reduce the number of students in 
classes or groups, we are creating a blended learning 
program in which students will study partially at 
School with face-to-face instruction and partially 
through online learning.

Please see the section on Blended Learning for more 
details.



Personal hygiene and mask use
School of the Nations is developing rigorous safety protocols, which all people who enter the school must 
follow. We share some important points below to begin to prepare students and parents for how school 
routines and safety practices will change when we return.

• To enter the campus, all people must be wearing a mask. Students and staff must have a personal 
hygiene kit containing alcohol gel and two additional masks to use throughout the school day.

• Students must wear the School uniform and closed-toe shoes.

• Students and staff must sanitize their hands before entering and when leaving classrooms.

• All backpacks should be washable and resistant to alcohol spray because they will be sanitized every 
day. The School recommends that students bring their belongings in a plastic bag or case.

The School has amplified its stock of alcohol gel, disinfectant, cleaning supplies, and personal protective 
equipment (masks, face shields, and gloves).

Safety
Measures



Social-emotional and academic support
When School reopens, we will focus first on students’ social 
and emotional development. Our primary objective is to ensure 
students adapt to returning to School and the new routines 
before focusing on academics. 

• Diagnostic testing will take on a more important role than 
usual to provide teachers the information they need to adapt 
curriculum, if necessary. 

• Students with significant learning gaps will be evaluated and 
monitored. If necessary an individual support plan will be 
provided.
• Curriculum - We will continue to use our standards-based 
schoolwide curriculum.

• Assessment practices - Formative assessments will be used 
continually to guide teaching and learning.

• Grading - We will continue to follow our section-specific 
grading scales.

Academics
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Self-
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Social
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Making

Social and
Emotional
Learning

When disruptions happen, we often speak of restoring a sense of normalcy for children. Yet 
even small children understand that there is nothing normal about our current global 
situation... To thrive in the face of current and likely longer-term school disruptions, children 
need to understand the thinking behind school closures, including the science of Covid-19, the 
reasons for social distancing, and the roles they can play in preventing its spread.” 

“Children need tools to critically examine challenging situations.
  Children need relationships of belonging and senses of purpose.
  Children need predictability to feel safe and to plan for the future.”

- Sarah Dryden-Peterson, Harvard Graduate School of Education

"We're not only wired to connect, but we're also wired to attune to, resonate with, and learn 
from others. In addition, we are also wired to need others to treat us with care and 
compassion." 

- Cozolino, L.



Face-to-Face Learning - Open Campus
Learning  in  a brick-and-mortar school is what we have grown used to. This 
happens when all students and teachers are on campus.

Blended Learning - Partially Open Campus
Blended Learning is what happens when part of the school experience is 
online, and the other part is on campus.

Distance Learning - Closed Campus
Distance Learning is fully digital.  Teaching is delivered through digital 
means, such  as learning platforms, videos, shared documents, and others.

Learning
Scenarios

Asynchronous
• A student-centered learning method 
using online resources to facilitate learning.

• Can be completed through online 
courses, email, blogs, pre-recorded videos 
or webinars, and online discussion boards.

• Flexible study hours

• Learners finish work on their own time

• Students receive feedback after work is 
submitted, usually in written form.

• Opportunity to research answers

Synchronous
• Learners and the instructor are online 
together at the same time.

• Can be done online via virtual 
classrooms, live streaming, chat, and 
webinars. Lectures and discussions occur at 
a specific time.

• Scheduled meeting hours

• Work with a group at scheduled times

• Students receive instant feedback

• Real-time discussion and collaboration

The Covid-19 pandemic is disrupting human life - our health, our social norms, our culture, and the 
economy. A microscopic enemy has put all humanity in the same `boat of risk` and will hold us hostage 
until we prevail against it together and learn to solve the problems that have caused it. We are beginning 
to realize just how tightly woven and interconnected our world is and that not only goods and services 
cross borders. Other interlinked global crises, such as climate change, poverty, social inequality, and war, 
have also engulfed our modern world.

What are the lessons to be learned? What are the strategies to emerge toward a brighter future? This 
pandemic is forcing us to change individual and collective behavior in ways we never imagined. There are 
no easy answers or solutions. However, guiding principles and values can illumine our minds and hearts 
to move us steadily toward a hopeful and promising future versus one of prolonged suffering.

Our school mission and values proclaim that `We are One` and that the earth is one country and all 
mankind its citizens. Empathy, compassion, and care for human life should guide our decisions, whether 
at home or at the top levels of government. As a Bahá’í-inspired School, we are equally dedicated to 
promoting the sciences, which are developed to serve humanity. 

Science and ethics, academics and moral character must work together integrally to win this battle. 
Science and religion are facets of one reality. Science and religion are the two wings of one bird. Both 
must be equally strong for the bird to fly. 

“Religion and science are the two wings upon which man’s intelligence can soar into the 
heights, with which the human soul can progress. It is not possible to fly with one wing 
alone!” (`Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks, pg. 143).

We can see both integrating and disintegrating forces changing our world. To harness the powers of 
integrating forces, we need to commit to inquiry and consultation and respect science. Those who lead or 
are led by selfishness, short-term interests, and divisive thinking are coming up empty-handed and are not 
able to generate sustainable solutions to these complex problems. Those who are consistently using 
scientific tools and systems to act for the common good are helping us find new paths of progress and 
solutions.
 
Who are the real heroes and leaders of this moment? Are they not the scientists cooperating across the 
world, dedicated to finding a cure, and the doctors risking their lives in hospitals? Are they not the 
teachers trying to create new programs to adapt to every phase of the crisis? Are they not the parents, the 
children making astronomical sacrifices to protect their fellow man and their country`s health systems 
from collapse?

“Bahá’ís reject the notion that there is an inherent conflict between science and religion, a 
notion that became prevalent in intellectual discourse at a time when the very conception of 
each system of knowledge was far from adequate. The harmony of science and religion is one 
of the fundamental principles of the Bahá’í Faith, which teaches that religion, without science, 
soon degenerates into superstition and fanaticism, while science without religion becomes 
merely the instrument of crude materialism. ‘Religion,’ according to the Bahá’í writings, is the 
outer expression of the divine reality. Therefore, it must be living, vitalized, moving and 
progressive.” 

“Science is the first emanation from God toward man. All created things embody the 
potentiality of material perfection, but the power of intellectual investigation and scientific 
acquisition is a higher virtue specialized to man alone. Other beings and organisms are 
deprived of this potentiality and attainment.” https:// www.bahai.org/ beliefs/

As an institution of learning, we can see how using evidence-based and scientific systems have mitigated 
suffering in some nations. We have seen that where unity and collaboration predominate in a society, the 
lives of its inhabitants are graced with meaning, purpose, and hope.
 
Our mission to educate world citizens who know, love, and serve humankind has never been more apt. We 
hope our students and educational community will reflect on all that this pandemic has to teach us and 
promote the principles that will make all our lives better.

Online Learning - The main online teaching methods used in Distance 
and Blended Learning and their benefits

+



What is blended learning? 
The Christensen Institute defines blended learning as a formal education program in which a student 
learns:

• at least in part through online learning, with some element of student control over time, place, path, 
and/ or pace;

• at least in part in a supervised brick-and-mortar location away from home; and

• the modalities along each student’s learning path within a course or subject are connected to provide 
an integrated learning experience.

There is no single formula for how much time should be spent in face-to-face instruction and online 
learning. It depends on the organization of the learning activities, methods of assessment, and the best 
use of in-person time in combination with online time.

Online activities can be a large part of the learning process, from a small percentage up to 70% of the 
time. Several characteristics of blended learning must be present for it to be called blended versus a 
technological enhancement or complement. The most important is student control.

Student control is associated with student engagement, autonomy, voice, and choice. It is key to 
successful blended learning. The student will not be using digital tools for assignments only but will have 
some control over the pace of his or her work. For example, with in-class work, the group often does the 
same activity at the same time and pace. When a student engages in blended online learning, the 
activities he or she does will be integrated with and related to in-class learning, but the student may 
choose when and where to work on the activities and make other decisions that personalize the learning 
to his or her needs and abilities.

Blended
Learning
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Our school mission and values proclaim that `We are One` and that the earth is one country and all 
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children making astronomical sacrifices to protect their fellow man and their country`s health systems 
from collapse?
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The other key aspect of blended learning is the integration and coordination of the two modes of learning 
so that the focus is on mastery of the curricular objectives and standards for student performance. In either 
modality, the student will be learning content, skills, and competencies that are part of the School’s 
subject and grade-level curriculum. The ultimate goal is for the student to acquire the expected knowledge 
and capacities for the bimester and year.

The Pandemic Has Unleashed A Revolution in Education: From Now On, Blended Learning 
Will Be the Benchmark

“The change will be permanent: educational activity will no longer be face-to-face or online 
but a blend, able to move from one to another immediately fluidly, continually, through a 
student’s life, way beyond the school, college or university years. In today’s world, we are all 
required to continually learn and unlearn, and we will demand conceptual frameworks and 
tools for it. Institutions, academic directors, teachers or students who are unable to adapt will 
simply have no place in this new scenario.” 
- Dans Senior Contributor - Forbes



What is blended learning? 
The Christensen Institute defines blended learning as a formal education program in which a student 
learns:

• at least in part through online learning, with some element of student control over time, place, path, 
and/ or pace;

• at least in part in a supervised brick-and-mortar location away from home; and

• the modalities along each student’s learning path within a course or subject are connected to provide 
an integrated learning experience.

There is no single formula for how much time should be spent in face-to-face instruction and online 
learning. It depends on the organization of the learning activities, methods of assessment, and the best 
use of in-person time in combination with online time.

Online activities can be a large part of the learning process, from a small percentage up to 70% of the 
time. Several characteristics of blended learning must be present for it to be called blended versus a 
technological enhancement or complement. The most important is student control.

Student control is associated with student engagement, autonomy, voice, and choice. It is key to 
successful blended learning. The student will not be using digital tools for assignments only but will have 
some control over the pace of his or her work. For example, with in-class work, the group often does the 
same activity at the same time and pace. When a student engages in blended online learning, the 
activities he or she does will be integrated with and related to in-class learning, but the student may 
choose when and where to work on the activities and make other decisions that personalize the learning 
to his or her needs and abilities.

The Covid-19 pandemic is disrupting human life - our health, our social norms, our culture, and the 
economy. A microscopic enemy has put all humanity in the same `boat of risk` and will hold us hostage 
until we prevail against it together and learn to solve the problems that have caused it. We are beginning 
to realize just how tightly woven and interconnected our world is and that not only goods and services 
cross borders. Other interlinked global crises, such as climate change, poverty, social inequality, and war, 
have also engulfed our modern world.

What are the lessons to be learned? What are the strategies to emerge toward a brighter future? This 
pandemic is forcing us to change individual and collective behavior in ways we never imagined. There are 
no easy answers or solutions. However, guiding principles and values can illumine our minds and hearts 
to move us steadily toward a hopeful and promising future versus one of prolonged suffering.

Our school mission and values proclaim that `We are One` and that the earth is one country and all 
mankind its citizens. Empathy, compassion, and care for human life should guide our decisions, whether 
at home or at the top levels of government. As a Bahá’í-inspired School, we are equally dedicated to 
promoting the sciences, which are developed to serve humanity. 

Science and ethics, academics and moral character must work together integrally to win this battle. 
Science and religion are facets of one reality. Science and religion are the two wings of one bird. Both 
must be equally strong for the bird to fly. 

“Religion and science are the two wings upon which man’s intelligence can soar into the 
heights, with which the human soul can progress. It is not possible to fly with one wing 
alone!” (`Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks, pg. 143).

We can see both integrating and disintegrating forces changing our world. To harness the powers of 
integrating forces, we need to commit to inquiry and consultation and respect science. Those who lead or 
are led by selfishness, short-term interests, and divisive thinking are coming up empty-handed and are not 
able to generate sustainable solutions to these complex problems. Those who are consistently using 
scientific tools and systems to act for the common good are helping us find new paths of progress and 
solutions.
 
Who are the real heroes and leaders of this moment? Are they not the scientists cooperating across the 
world, dedicated to finding a cure, and the doctors risking their lives in hospitals? Are they not the 
teachers trying to create new programs to adapt to every phase of the crisis? Are they not the parents, the 
children making astronomical sacrifices to protect their fellow man and their country`s health systems 
from collapse?

“Bahá’ís reject the notion that there is an inherent conflict between science and religion, a 
notion that became prevalent in intellectual discourse at a time when the very conception of 
each system of knowledge was far from adequate. The harmony of science and religion is one 
of the fundamental principles of the Bahá’í Faith, which teaches that religion, without science, 
soon degenerates into superstition and fanaticism, while science without religion becomes 
merely the instrument of crude materialism. ‘Religion,’ according to the Bahá’í writings, is the 
outer expression of the divine reality. Therefore, it must be living, vitalized, moving and 
progressive.” 

“Science is the first emanation from God toward man. All created things embody the 
potentiality of material perfection, but the power of intellectual investigation and scientific 
acquisition is a higher virtue specialized to man alone. Other beings and organisms are 
deprived of this potentiality and attainment.” https:// www.bahai.org/ beliefs/

As an institution of learning, we can see how using evidence-based and scientific systems have mitigated 
suffering in some nations. We have seen that where unity and collaboration predominate in a society, the 
lives of its inhabitants are graced with meaning, purpose, and hope.
 
Our mission to educate world citizens who know, love, and serve humankind has never been more apt. We 
hope our students and educational community will reflect on all that this pandemic has to teach us and 
promote the principles that will make all our lives better.

Blended
Learning

The other key aspect of blended learning is the integration and coordination of the two modes of learning 
so that the focus is on mastery of the curricular objectives and standards for student performance. In either 
modality, the student will be learning content, skills, and competencies that are part of the School’s 
subject and grade-level curriculum. The ultimate goal is for the student to acquire the expected knowledge 
and capacities for the bimester and year.

The Pandemic Has Unleashed A Revolution in Education: From Now On, Blended Learning 
Will Be the Benchmark

“The change will be permanent: educational activity will no longer be face-to-face or online 
but a blend, able to move from one to another immediately fluidly, continually, through a 
student’s life, way beyond the school, college or university years. In today’s world, we are all 
required to continually learn and unlearn, and we will demand conceptual frameworks and 
tools for it. Institutions, academic directors, teachers or students who are unable to adapt will 
simply have no place in this new scenario.” 
- Dans Senior Contributor - Forbes



Our Values
and the 
Pandemic

The Covid-19 pandemic is disrupting human life - our health, our social norms, our culture, and the 
economy. A microscopic enemy has put all humanity in the same `boat of risk` and will hold us hostage 
until we prevail against it together and learn to solve the problems that have caused it. We are beginning 
to realize just how tightly woven and interconnected our world is and that not only goods and services 
cross borders. Other interlinked global crises, such as climate change, poverty, social inequality, and war, 
have also engulfed our modern world.

What are the lessons to be learned? What are the strategies to emerge toward a brighter future? This 
pandemic is forcing us to change individual and collective behavior in ways we never imagined. There are 
no easy answers or solutions. However, guiding principles and values can illumine our minds and hearts 
to move us steadily toward a hopeful and promising future versus one of prolonged suffering.

Our school mission and values proclaim that `We are One` and that the earth is one country and all 
mankind its citizens. Empathy, compassion, and care for human life should guide our decisions, whether 
at home or at the top levels of government. As a Bahá’í-inspired School, we are equally dedicated to 
promoting the sciences, which are developed to serve humanity. 

Science and ethics, academics and moral character must work together integrally to win this battle. 
Science and religion are facets of one reality. Science and religion are the two wings of one bird. Both 
must be equally strong for the bird to fly. 

“Religion and science are the two wings upon which man’s intelligence can soar into the 
heights, with which the human soul can progress. It is not possible to fly with one wing 
alone!” (`Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks, pg. 143).

We can see both integrating and disintegrating forces changing our world. To harness the powers of 
integrating forces, we need to commit to inquiry and consultation and respect science. Those who lead or 
are led by selfishness, short-term interests, and divisive thinking are coming up empty-handed and are not 
able to generate sustainable solutions to these complex problems. Those who are consistently using 
scientific tools and systems to act for the common good are helping us find new paths of progress and 
solutions.
 
Who are the real heroes and leaders of this moment? Are they not the scientists cooperating across the 
world, dedicated to finding a cure, and the doctors risking their lives in hospitals? Are they not the 
teachers trying to create new programs to adapt to every phase of the crisis? Are they not the parents, the 
children making astronomical sacrifices to protect their fellow man and their country`s health systems 
from collapse?

“Bahá’ís reject the notion that there is an inherent conflict between science and religion, a 
notion that became prevalent in intellectual discourse at a time when the very conception of 
each system of knowledge was far from adequate. The harmony of science and religion is one 
of the fundamental principles of the Bahá’í Faith, which teaches that religion, without science, 
soon degenerates into superstition and fanaticism, while science without religion becomes 
merely the instrument of crude materialism. ‘Religion,’ according to the Bahá’í writings, is the 
outer expression of the divine reality. Therefore, it must be living, vitalized, moving and 
progressive.” 

“Science is the first emanation from God toward man. All created things embody the 
potentiality of material perfection, but the power of intellectual investigation and scientific 
acquisition is a higher virtue specialized to man alone. Other beings and organisms are 
deprived of this potentiality and attainment.” https:// www.bahai.org/ beliefs/

As an institution of learning, we can see how using evidence-based and scientific systems have mitigated 
suffering in some nations. We have seen that where unity and collaboration predominate in a society, the 
lives of its inhabitants are graced with meaning, purpose, and hope.
 
Our mission to educate world citizens who know, love, and serve humankind has never been more apt. We 
hope our students and educational community will reflect on all that this pandemic has to teach us and 
promote the principles that will make all our lives better.
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outer expression of the divine reality. Therefore, it must be living, vitalized, moving and 
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• It is important to protect yourself and others;

• Wash your hands with soap and water frequently for at least 20 seconds;

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.

• If you use a cell phone, a watch, or glasses, sanitize them daily.

• You will be studying in smaller groups. 

• Stay al least 1 meter away from your friends and teachers;

• Avoid physical contact such as handshakes, hugs, and kisses;

• If you have cold-like symptoms, you should stay at home.

• If you get sick, you will receive a COVID test and will be asked to go home.

• To enter the campus, students must have a personal hygiene kit containing alcohol gel and three 
additional masks to change when necessary.

• Students must wear the School uniform and closed-toe shoes.

• Students must sanitize their hands before entering and when leaving classrooms.

• All backpacks should be washable and resistant to alcohol spray because they will be sanitized every 
day. The School recommends that students bring their belongings in a plastic bag or case.

• Every student must bring his or her personal water bottle.

• Students should not share materials.

• You will have a different schedule and different times for drop off, pick up and meals.

Guidelines
For Students

Students should understand the following: 

The Covid-19 pandemic is disrupting human life - our health, our social norms, our culture, and the 
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to realize just how tightly woven and interconnected our world is and that not only goods and services 
cross borders. Other interlinked global crises, such as climate change, poverty, social inequality, and war, 
have also engulfed our modern world.
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lives of its inhabitants are graced with meaning, purpose, and hope.
 
Our mission to educate world citizens who know, love, and serve humankind has never been more apt. We 
hope our students and educational community will reflect on all that this pandemic has to teach us and 
promote the principles that will make all our lives better.



Understand basic information about Coronavirus disease, including its symptoms and complications, how 
it is transmitted, and how to prevent transmission. Learn through reliable sources, such as UNICEF, WHO, 
and the Ministry of Health newsletters. 

Watch out for false information and rumors circulating by word of mouth, social networks, or telephone 
messages.

Teach your children about good hand and respiratory hygiene habits, both at school and elsewhere: wash 
your hands frequently, cover your cough or sneeze with your flexed elbow or with a tissue, throw the 
tissue away immediately in the trash can, and do not touch your eyes, mouth ,or nose if your hands are 
not well washed.

In case of illness:
• If the student is ill or presents cold-like symptoms, keep the child at home and inform the school of his 
or her absence and the symptoms presented;
• If a student gets sick during school hours, he or she will receive a COVID test and will be asked to go 
home.
• If the family has a confirmed case of the virus, please inform the school.

Please remember:
• Respect social distancing.
• Help the student prepare hia or her personal kit with additional masks and alcohol gel.
• Parents and visitors will be allowed access to Administrative buildings only. Access to both campuses 
will remain restricted to ensure student safety.
• Schedules will be different. Make sure you have updated information.
• Support your child by keeping him or her informed and helping him or her understand the new school 
routines.

Guidelines
For Parents

Stay informed and Share Information

The Covid-19 pandemic is disrupting human life - our health, our social norms, our culture, and the 
economy. A microscopic enemy has put all humanity in the same `boat of risk` and will hold us hostage 
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cross borders. Other interlinked global crises, such as climate change, poverty, social inequality, and war, 
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“Religion and science are the two wings upon which man’s intelligence can soar into the 
heights, with which the human soul can progress. It is not possible to fly with one wing 
alone!” (`Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks, pg. 143).

We can see both integrating and disintegrating forces changing our world. To harness the powers of 
integrating forces, we need to commit to inquiry and consultation and respect science. Those who lead or 
are led by selfishness, short-term interests, and divisive thinking are coming up empty-handed and are not 
able to generate sustainable solutions to these complex problems. Those who are consistently using 
scientific tools and systems to act for the common good are helping us find new paths of progress and 
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world, dedicated to finding a cure, and the doctors risking their lives in hospitals? Are they not the 
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children making astronomical sacrifices to protect their fellow man and their country`s health systems 
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notion that became prevalent in intellectual discourse at a time when the very conception of 
each system of knowledge was far from adequate. The harmony of science and religion is one 
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merely the instrument of crude materialism. ‘Religion,’ according to the Bahá’í writings, is the 
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“Science is the first emanation from God toward man. All created things embody the 
potentiality of material perfection, but the power of intellectual investigation and scientific 
acquisition is a higher virtue specialized to man alone. Other beings and organisms are 
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• Protect themselves and others;

• Wear face masks in the workplace and instruct students to use them in the classroom and in the school 
environment;

• Notify the Principal if they have cold-like symptoms;

• Respect social distancing and sta y, at least, 1 meter away from students and others;

• Avoid physical contact: handshakes, kisses, and hugs;

• Always wash their hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds;

• Wear closed-toe shoes while at school;

• Sanitize hands with alcohol gel after attending each student who require direct contact;

• Avoid touching the eyes, nose, and mouth.

• Maintain well-ventilated environments.

• Santize their cell phones, watches, and glasses daily.

• When entering the campus, staff must have a personal hygiene kit containing alcohol gel and three 
additional masks to change when necessary.

• Take the COVID test that the School will provide before returning to work when campuses reopen.

• Sanitize their hands before entering and when leaving classrooms.

Guidelines
For Staff

Staff should:

The Covid-19 pandemic is disrupting human life - our health, our social norms, our culture, and the 
economy. A microscopic enemy has put all humanity in the same `boat of risk` and will hold us hostage 
until we prevail against it together and learn to solve the problems that have caused it. We are beginning 
to realize just how tightly woven and interconnected our world is and that not only goods and services 
cross borders. Other interlinked global crises, such as climate change, poverty, social inequality, and war, 
have also engulfed our modern world.

What are the lessons to be learned? What are the strategies to emerge toward a brighter future? This 
pandemic is forcing us to change individual and collective behavior in ways we never imagined. There are 
no easy answers or solutions. However, guiding principles and values can illumine our minds and hearts 
to move us steadily toward a hopeful and promising future versus one of prolonged suffering.

Our school mission and values proclaim that `We are One` and that the earth is one country and all 
mankind its citizens. Empathy, compassion, and care for human life should guide our decisions, whether 
at home or at the top levels of government. As a Bahá’í-inspired School, we are equally dedicated to 
promoting the sciences, which are developed to serve humanity. 

Science and ethics, academics and moral character must work together integrally to win this battle. 
Science and religion are facets of one reality. Science and religion are the two wings of one bird. Both 
must be equally strong for the bird to fly. 

“Religion and science are the two wings upon which man’s intelligence can soar into the 
heights, with which the human soul can progress. It is not possible to fly with one wing 
alone!” (`Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks, pg. 143).

We can see both integrating and disintegrating forces changing our world. To harness the powers of 
integrating forces, we need to commit to inquiry and consultation and respect science. Those who lead or 
are led by selfishness, short-term interests, and divisive thinking are coming up empty-handed and are not 
able to generate sustainable solutions to these complex problems. Those who are consistently using 
scientific tools and systems to act for the common good are helping us find new paths of progress and 
solutions.
 
Who are the real heroes and leaders of this moment? Are they not the scientists cooperating across the 
world, dedicated to finding a cure, and the doctors risking their lives in hospitals? Are they not the 
teachers trying to create new programs to adapt to every phase of the crisis? Are they not the parents, the 
children making astronomical sacrifices to protect their fellow man and their country`s health systems 
from collapse?

“Bahá’ís reject the notion that there is an inherent conflict between science and religion, a 
notion that became prevalent in intellectual discourse at a time when the very conception of 
each system of knowledge was far from adequate. The harmony of science and religion is one 
of the fundamental principles of the Bahá’í Faith, which teaches that religion, without science, 
soon degenerates into superstition and fanaticism, while science without religion becomes 
merely the instrument of crude materialism. ‘Religion,’ according to the Bahá’í writings, is the 
outer expression of the divine reality. Therefore, it must be living, vitalized, moving and 
progressive.” 

“Science is the first emanation from God toward man. All created things embody the 
potentiality of material perfection, but the power of intellectual investigation and scientific 
acquisition is a higher virtue specialized to man alone. Other beings and organisms are 
deprived of this potentiality and attainment.” https:// www.bahai.org/ beliefs/

As an institution of learning, we can see how using evidence-based and scientific systems have mitigated 
suffering in some nations. We have seen that where unity and collaboration predominate in a society, the 
lives of its inhabitants are graced with meaning, purpose, and hope.
 
Our mission to educate world citizens who know, love, and serve humankind has never been more apt. We 
hope our students and educational community will reflect on all that this pandemic has to teach us and 
promote the principles that will make all our lives better.


